1.

7:00

P.M.

Common Council Meeting

Common Council Meeting
Common Council Chambers
City Hall
Cohoes, New York 12047

AGENDA

July 27, 2021, 7:00 p.m.

MEETING
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<!--[endif]-->Roll Call
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<!--[endif]-->Public Comment

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·
<!--[endif]-->Approve minutes of the April 13,
2021 and April 27, 2021 meetings
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·
<!--[endif]-->Presentation of quarterly
report by Director of Community and Economic Development
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·
<!--[endif]-->Ordinance No. 7- An ordinance
approving the sale of a city-owned parcel
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·
<!--[endif]-->Resolution No. 42 – A Resolution
amending the annual budget for fiscal year 2021
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·
<!--[endif]-->Resolution No. 43 – A Resolution
authorizing the Mayor to execute a grant agreement under a NYS
Environmental Facilities Corporation Program regarding the Vliet
Street combined sewer overflow known as Mohawk-Hudson Bike Trail
Green Infrastructure Corridor

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·
<!--[endif]-->Resolution No. 43 – A Resolution
authorizing the Mayor to execute a grant agreement under a NYS
Environmental Facilities Corporation Program regarding the Vliet
Street combined sewer overflow known as Mohawk-Hudson Bike Trail
Green Infrastructure Corridor
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ORDINANCE NO. 7 FOR THE YEAR 2021
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE SALE OF
A CITY-OWNED PARCEL

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 20 for the year 2019, the Common Council determined that a
parcel on Bayberry Lane (Tax Map No. 10.9-3-2.40) no longer serves a municipal purpose and
authorized the sale of such property; and
WHEREAS, notice of the sale of such parcel was posted in the official paper and notice was
given to adjoining land owners; and
WHEREAS, a closed envelope bid was held on July 6, 2021 and Ms. Jamie Perez was the
highest bidder at $2,505.00;

NOW THEREFORE, the City of Cohoes in Common Council convened, ordains as follows:

Section 1. The bid of Ms. Jamie Perez in the amount of $2,505.00 for such parcel (Tax Map No.
10.9-3-2.40) is hereby accepted and such parcel shall be conveyed to Ms. Jamie Perez by
quitclaim deed; and it is further
Section 2. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute a deed, in a form approved by the
Corporation Counsel, for the property and any related documents; and it is further
Section 3. The fees payable to the Albany County Clerk, if any, for filing the deed and related
documents shall be paid by the purchaser; and it is further
Section 4. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately.
Approved as to form this 27th day of July 2021.

Brian S. Kremer
Corporation Counsel
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Engrossed and signed by the President of the Common Council and attested by the Clerk of the
Common Council this ____ day of July, 2021.

Clerk

President

I hereby approve the foregoing Ordinance of the Common Council.

Date

____________________________________
William T. Keeler
Mayor of the City of Cohoes, New York

REQUEST FOR AGENDA ITEM
Legislative Request / BOM Request

Legislative Request __x__

BOM Request ___

Date ____7/7/2021____________________
Department ____Planning_____________
Contact Person ___Joe Seman-Graves______________
PURPOSE FOR REQUEST:
Adoption of Resolution: ______
Adoption of Local Law: ______
Adoption of Ordinance: ______
Budget Amendment:
______
Bond Approval:
______
Contract Authorization: ______
Other (Briefly Explain) __Sale of real property______________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
Budget Amendment (State the following)
Increase Account/Line No.___$2,505____________
Decrease Account /Line No.______________
Source of Funds _______Sale of Real Property_______________
CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION
Purchase Equipment/Supplies: ___
Lease Equipment/Supplies:
___
Professional Services:
___
Education/Training:
___
Settlement of Claim:
___
Grants:
New _________________
Renewal______________
Submission Dead Line __________

Fiscal Impact in Dollars or Percentage
Federal _________
State ___________
City of Cohoes_________
National Grid _______
All back -up material has been submitted _x___
Explanation:
Beginning in late 2018, two residents on Bayberry Lane and the adjacent street of
Lighthall reached out to the City inquiring into the availability of a vacant lot on Bayberry
Lane (S.B.L. 10.9-3-2.4) that measures 20’ x 100’ and by itself (based on dimensions)
would not be considered a buildable lot. The current assessed value of the lot is $4,600
with the full market value being $9,200.
Robyn King, the former City Planner, researched how to sell real property in the City of
Cohoes and brought the property in question through the process until she left in the
summer of 2019. Mrs. King worked with various City departments in order to determine
that the property in question is not required for any future use by the City of Cohoes. In
April of 2019 the Cohoes Common Council affirmed that by approving the auction of the
property pursuant to section 16-2 of the Cohoes City Code (resolution 20 for the year
2019). Since this point, nothing has happened with the property.
Picking up where Mrs. King left off, I scheduled a virtual public auction for September
14th, 2020. A legal notice was posted in the Troy Record for two consecutive weeks
prior to the auction and letters were sent out to all neighbors within 500’ of the property
on Bayberry Lane.
The highest bid of $9,000 was made at the auction by a Mr. Saqib Choudry of Vliet
Homesales LLC., Mr. Choudry owns the adjacent lot on 10 Lighthall Street. Mr. Choudry
has signed an MOU and has made a deposit of $1,000 ahead of the sale being finalized
by the Cohoes Common Council.
In September of 2020, the Common Council authorized the sale of this property to Mr.
Saqib Choudry of Vliet Homesales LLC. Since this time, Mr. Choudry has been
unresponsive and we came to find out that he was no longer living at 10 Lighthall. After
making a number of attempts to contact Mr. Choudry, we decided to go back out to bid
on the property.
The most recent bid was done by way of a closed envelope bid, which was publicized in
the Troy record in addition to letters being sent out the adjoining homeowners.
The bids were opened on July 6, 2021 in the Common Council chambers, with the
winning bid being made by Ms. Jamie Perez for an amount of $2,505. It is
recommended that the sale of the property to Ms. Perez be authorized by the Common
Council.

Included in the materials are the following: Resolution 20 for the year 2019 authorizing
the auction of the property; the Cohoes Real Property System (RPS) valuation of the
property; the public notice of auction that was advertised by the Troy Record; and a
transcript of the auction.
Thank you for your consideration and please reach out should you have questions.
Submitted by:_Joe Seman-Graves________

date___7/7/2021_____________

CITY OF COHOES
OFFICE OF PLANNING
JOSEPH SEMAN-GRAVES

CITY PLANNER
jseman-graves@ci.cohoes.ny.us

PHONE: 518 233-2130
97 Mohawk Street
Cohoes, NY 12047

July 7th, 2021
Honorable William T. Keeler
Mayor of Cohoes
97 Mohawk Street
Cohoes, N.Y. 12047
Re: The sale of real property on Bayberry Lane (S.B.L. 10.9-3-2.4) to a Ms. Jamie Perez
Dear Mayor Keeler,
Beginning in late 2018, two residents on Bayberry Lane and the adjacent street of
Lighthall reached out to the City inquiring into the availability of a vacant lot on Bayberry Lane
(S.B.L. 10.9-3-2.4) that measures 20’ x 100’ and by itself (based on dimensions) would not be
considered a buildable lot. The current assessed value of the lot is $4,600 with the full market
value being $9,200.
Robyn King, the former City Planner, researched how to sell real property in the City of
Cohoes and brought the property in question through the process until she left in the summer
of 2019. Mrs. King worked with various City departments in order to determine that the
property in question is not required for any future use by the City of Cohoes. In April of 2019
the Cohoes Common Council affirmed that by approving the auction of the property pursuant
to section 16-2 of the Cohoes City Code (resolution 20 for the year 2019). Since this point,
nothing has happened with the property.
Picking up where Mrs. King left off, I scheduled a virtual public auction for September
14th, 2020. A legal notice was posted in the Troy Record for two consecutive weeks prior to the
auction and letters were sent out to all neighbors within 500’ of the property on Bayberry Lane.
The highest bid of $9,000 was made at the auction by a Mr. Saqib Choudry of Vliet Homesales
LLC., Mr. Choudry owns the adjacent lot on 10 Lighthall Street. Mr. Choudry has signed an MOU
and has made a deposit of $1,000 ahead of the sale being finalized by the Cohoes Common
Council.

In September of 2020, the Common Council authorized the sale of this property to Mr.
Saqib Choudry of Vliet Homesales LLC. Since this time, Mr. Choudry has been unresponsive and
we came to find out that he was no longer living at 10 Lighthall. After making a number of
attempts to contact Mr. Choudry, we decided to go back out to bid on the property.
The most recent bid was done by way of a closed envelope bid, which was publicized in
the Troy record in addition to letters being sent out the adjoining homeowners.
The bids were opened on July 6, 2021 in the Common Council chambers, with the winning bid
being made by Ms. Jamie Perez for an amount of $2,505. It is recommended that the sale of the
property to Ms. Perez be authorized by the Common Council.
Included in the materials are the following: Resolution 20 for the year 2019 authorizing
the auction of the property; the Cohoes Real Property System (RPS) valuation of the property;
the public notice of auction that was advertised by the Troy Record; and a transcript of the
auction.
Should you require any additional information please don’t hesitate to contact my office at your
convenience
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Joseph Seman-Graves
City Planner
City of Cohoes

CITY OF COHOES
OFFICE OF PLANNING
JOSEPH SEMAN-GRAVES

CITY PLANNER
jseman-graves@ci.cohoes.ny.us

PHONE: 518 233-2130
97 Mohawk Street
Cohoes, NY 12047

July 6, 2021
10:10AM 2nd floor Common Council Chambers
Closed envelope bid opening for S.B.L. 10.9-3-2.40 Vacant Land on Bayberry Lane Cohoes
NY
Present: Joseph Seman-Graves City Planner, Sharon Butler Administrative Assistant
Jamie Perez, Cliff Taylor and Rebecca Taylor
Joseph Seman-Graves opened by stating to all present that today would bid just opening
the envelopes received with the bids in them. Once they are opened and read aloud they
would then be submitted to the Common Council for their consideration. Mr. Graves
explained to those present that the Common Council reserves the right to accept or decline
any bid(s) submitted. The bid accepted would have the property transferred to them via
Quit Claim Deed. Mr. Graves also told those present that it is advised that whomever is
the bid accepted by the Common Council they should get title insurance and a survey of
the property as there is a garage that sits on 3 different parcels. Mr. Graves also explained
that this will be put on the agenda for the Common Council meeting for July 27, 2021.
Mr. Graves then opened the sealed envelope from Rebecca Taylor; bid submitted $1,059.63
The 2nd sealed envelope was opened from Jamie Perez; bid submitted $2,505.00.
Mr. Graves again stated to those present that he would submit the bids for the Common
Council agenda and consideration for their July 27, 2021 meeting.
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RESOLUTION NO. 42 FOR THE YEAR 2021
A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE ANNUAL
BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2021

WHEREAS, a transfer of funds from a certain account to another account in the annual estimate
has become necessary to meet our obligations.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT
RESOLVED, that the annual estimate for 2021 fiscal year is hereby amended in accordance with
the budget line transfer form attached hereto and made a part hereof; and be it further
RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect immediately.
Approved as to form this 27th day of July, 2021.

Brian S. Kremer
Corporation Counsel

Engrossed and signed by the President of the Common Council and attested by the Clerk of the
Common Council this ____ day of July, 2021.

Clerk

President

I hereby approve the foregoing Resolution of the Common Council.

Date

____________________________________
William T. Keeler
Mayor of the City of Cohoes, New York
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RESOLUTION NO. 43 FOR THE YEAR 2021
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A
GRANT AGREEMENT UNDER A NYS ENVIRONMENTAL FACILITIES
CORPORATION PROGRAM REGARDING THE VLIET STREET
COMBINED SEWER OVERFLOW KNOWN AS MOHAWK-HUDSON
BIKE TRAIL GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE CORRIDOR

WHEREAS, the City was awarded a Green Innovation Grant Program (GIGP) Grant under a NYS
Environmental Facilities Corporation Program for the Vliet Street Combined Sewer Overflow
System Project (SSS-12) which involves the installation of a new storm system using a Green
Innovation Approach; and
WHEREAS, this project is also listed in the NYSDEC approved Long Term Control Plan,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT
RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Cohoes hereby authorizes and appropriates
a minimum of fifty percent (50%) of the total project cost local match as required by the GIGP
Program for the Vliet Street Combined Sewer Overflow Project, based upon a total estimated
project cost of $2,800,000 and the City may increase this local match through the use of in-kind
services without further approval, the City’s local match which will be offset by the contributions
made by the Albany CSO Pool Communities; and be it further
RESOLVED, that the Mayor is authorized to execute a GIGP Grant Agreement with the NYS
Environmental Facilities Corporation and any and all other contracts, documents and instruments
necessary to bring about the construction of the Project and to fulfill the City of Cohoes’
obligations under the GIGP Agreements; and be it further
RESOLVED, that the proposed action falls under Section 617.5 (c)(35) of the SEQR Law due to
the Project being an Order of Consent Project signed on January 15, 2014 and, therefore, this action
can be classified as TYPE II and no further action is required; and be it further
RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Approved as to form this _______ day of July, 2021.

________________________
Brian S. Kremer
Corporation Counsel
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Engrossed and signed by the President of the Common Council and attested by the Clerk of the
Common Council this ____ day of July, 2021.

Clerk

President

I hereby approve the foregoing Resolution of the Common Council.

Date

____________________________________
William T. Keeler
Mayor of the City of Cohoes, New York

